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We come together in this church today to give praise and thanks to God for Christ’s victory over sin and death, to commend our loved one to God’s 
tender mercy and compassion, and to seek strength in the proclamation of the paschal mystery. Through the Holy Spirit the community is joined 
together in faith as one Body in Christ to reaffirm in sign and symbol, word and gesture, that each believer through baptism shares in Christ’s 

death and resurrection and looks to the day when all the elect will be raised up and united in the kingdom of light and peace. 
 

 

The funeral liturgy is rich in symbolism. Chief among the 
symbols, the Paschal candle burns in the sanctuary and 
reminds the faithful of Christ’s undying presence among 
them, of His victory over sin and death, and of their share in 
that victory by virtue of their baptism. It recalls the Easter 
Vigil, the night when the Church awaits the Lord’s 
Resurrection and when new light for the living and the dead 
is kindled. This candle also burns on the day of baptism when 
the faithful receive this invitation to eternal life. 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
All please stand as the Celebrant and ministers enter. 
 

INTROIT 
Requiem æternam Gregorian chant 
 

Eternal rest give to them, O Lord: and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. -- A hymn, O God, becometh Thee in Sion; and a 

vow shall be paid to Thee in Jerusalem: hear my prayer; all 

flesh shall come to Thee.  ℣. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord; 

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

 

GREETING 
 

 Celebrant:     In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

   and of the Holy Spirit. 

 R.  Amen. 
    

 Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.        or similar greeting 

 R.  And with your spirit. 
 

SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER 
Holy water reminds us of the saving waters of baptism.  
The minister sprinkles the coffin with holy water in 
remembrance of the deceased person’s initiation and first 
acceptance into the community of faith. 

 

PLACING OF THE PALL 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home. 
  

Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
  

Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 
  

A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 
  

Time, like an ever rolling stream, Bears all its sons away; 

They fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the opening day. 
  

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last, And our eternal home. 

 

COLLECT  
Celebrant:    …one God for ever and ever.    R.  Amen. 
 

When the Celebrant is seated, the faithful then follow. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

The readings proclaim the paschal mystery, teach 
remembrance of the dead, convey hope of being gathered 
together again in God’s kingdom, and encourage the witness 
of Christian life. Above all, the readings tell of God’s design 
for a world in which suffering and death will relinquish their 
hold on all whom God has called His own. 

 

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-11  
 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
 R. Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6
  Cantor, then all; thereafter, all R. Rice 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-2 
  

 Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
 R. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Stand 
    Cantor, then all; thereafter, all Mode VI 

  

 
 

 
 

 

I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord; 

Whoever believes in Me will never die.  Jn 11:25-26 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 5:1-12

 Deacon: The Lord be with you. 
 R. And with your spirit. 
 

     Deacon:   A reading from the Holy Gospel 

  according to John. 

 R. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel: 
 

 Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

HOMILY   Sit 
 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
   

Those who die in God’s grace and friendship imperfectly 
purified, although they are assured of their eternal salvation, 
undergo purification after death, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of Heaven. By virtue of the 
“communion of saints,” the Church commends the dead to 
God’s mercy and offers her prayers on their behalf, especially 
the holy sacrifice of the Eucharist. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS Sit  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   

Ave Maria F. Schubert  
 

Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou 

amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the 

hour of our death. Amen.  Cf. Lk 1:28, 42 

  

ORATE FRATRES Stand 
 

 Celebrant: Pray brethren, that my sacrifice and yours  

  may be acceptable to God, the almighty  

  Father. 

 R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at  

  your hands for the praise and glory of  

  his name, for our good and the good of  

  all his holy Church. 

 

 

 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

 R. And with your spirit. 
 

 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

 R. We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 R.  It is right and just. 

 

SANCTUS   Missa XVIII 

 
 

All please kneel for the Eucharistic Prayer. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION Roman Missal 
 

 Celebrant: The mystery of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AMEN   Roman Missal 

 

 

 

 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
    

THE LORD’S PRAYER Stand 

 

SIGN OF PEACE Roman Missal 
 

 Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace  

  I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our  

  sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously  

  grant her peace and unity in accordance with your  

  will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.  

 R. Amen. 
 

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 R.  And with your spirit. 

 



 

AGNUS DEI  Missa XVIII 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ECCE AGNUS DEI Kneel 
 

 Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who  

  takes away the sins of the world. Blessed  

  are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  

 R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should  

  enter under my roof, but only say the  

  word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Catholics who are properly disposed are invited to come forward 

to receive Holy Communion. Our brothers and sisters of other 

faiths are invited to approach with arms crossed over the chest to 

receive a blessing. 
 

In partaking of the Body of Christ, believers are given a 
foretaste of eternal life in Christ and are united with Christ, 
with each other, and with all the faithful, living and dead. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Lux æterna Gregorian chant 

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord, with your saints 

forever, for you are gracious. Out of the depth I have cried to 

thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. Let thy ears be attentive to 

the voice of my supplication. 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 
Ave verum Corpus W. A. Mozart 
  

 Hail true Body, born of the Virgin Mary; who truly suffered, 

immolated upon the Cross for mankind, from whose pierced side  

 flowed water and blood; may we taste thee before we enter the 

trial of death. O sweet, O faithful, O Jesus, Son of Mary, have 

mercy upon me. Amen.  (Trope to the Sanctus, 14th c.) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FINAL COMMENDATION 

AND 

FAREWELL 
 

This farewell acknowledges the reality of separation and affirms 
that the community and the deceased, baptized into the one 
Body, share the same destiny: resurrection on the last day. On 
that day, the one Shepherd will call each by name and gather 
the faithful together in the new and eternal Jerusalem. 
 

INCENSATION OF THE BODY 
Incense is used as a sign of honor to the body of the 
deceased, which became the temple of the Holy Spirit 
through baptism. It is also used as a sign of our prayers 
rising to the throne of God and as a sign of farewell. The 
Paschal candle and Crucifix are also incensed to honor 
Christ’s victory over sin and death. 

 

SONG OF FAREWELL 
I Believe That My Redeemer Lives T. Marier 

 

Cantor: I believe that my Redeemer lives, and that on the last 

day I shall rise from the earth, and in my flesh I shall 

see God, my Savior.  

 

 

Cantor: It will not be some other being, but I myself who see  

him: my own eyes shall gaze on him: 
 

 R. And in my flesh I shall see God my Savior. 
 

Cantor: This hope of mine, I cherish in my heart. 
 

 R. And in my flesh I shall see God my Savior. 
 

Cantor: I believe that my Redeemer lives, and that on the last 

day I shall rise from the earth,   

 R. And in my flesh I shall see God my Savior. 
 

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF REPOSE    

In paradisum Gregorian chant 
 

May the angels lead you into paradise; may the martyrs come to 

welcome you, and lead you into the Holy City, Jerusalem. May 

the choir of Angels receive you, and, with Lazarus, who was 

once poor, may you have eternal rest. 
 

Christian hope faces the reality of death and the anguish of 
grief, but trusts confidently that the power of sin and 

death has been vanquished by the risen Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymns, Alleluia, Sanctus, Agnus Dei, texts and music in the public domain.  
"Song of Farewell" by Theodore Marier (1912-2001); used with permission. Excerpts from the English  

translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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